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iu

Zhenyun

The BIBF reading ambassador on rural
life, the precision of screen adaptations
and being an unlikely social media star.

Tom Tivnan reports
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iu Zhenyun is one of China’s most

bagged the highest scoreinthe entire province.

‘That led him to after his

more than 15 million copies in the
home market and his books have
been translated into 30 languages. He i also a
screenwriter of international repute (most
famously in adapting his own novel, I Did Not
Kill My Husband, for director Feng Xiaogang’s
2016 film,released or Western audiences as
Am Not Madame Bovary) and a somewhat
reluctant social mediasuperstar, But he saysone

degree, j while writing
fiction in his spare time. Liu's debut, Tupit, was
published in1087. Asemi-autobiographical story
that circles back to Laozhang, Tapu revolves
around thelives ofstudents froma remote village
studying for their college entrance exams.

He has continued to keep the home fires
burning in his work, as more than half his
22 books are set in rural Henan, including
Someone to Talk To, his biggest-selling novel

asthe Be 1 Book Fair's (BIBF)

reading ambassador, beginning in 2017
“The ambassadorship i largely akin (o ther
nations’

Dun Litrary Pz, China's most prestigious
books
vt work often ses h
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at the Henan famine of st il yeartht

sl vy (g sl asomelisn
Inaturally fee life.

killed up to 15 mill
(Someone to Talk T0's ov Lm{dmlg theme is

At the same time, China's rural areas are still

ofthem are deeply funny, using humour a5 a

and need specific
Kindsof support™
2017, goingtoteach

topics.
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Xiayang Town, Fullan Province, where he

i
humorous person in my village.”
“Thatsaid

early
Lu Xun, his own writings and also shared
stories of village life from his childhood. Liu
developeda “deep bond” with:

in China, which roughly translates into English
as Salty Jokes, s a“black comedy riggered by a
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fodder with “one person’s pain becoming every-

Peking il
Liu says:

‘more serious. The man ries to explain himself,

ence for them. smmxcmmmn stoodat Peking

at him, trying to destroy him - not for what
b but -

i the future. That wasn't just a dream - it was
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When writinga novel, I can keep going without
constraint. That said, the precision of film
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‘more useful than that is humour in the plot;

onci
Douyin (China's TikToK) alone has had more

houghheadds:“Rather

structure. The highest form of humour is the
aburdiy benind e srucures

than saying T medial, it's
more accurate to say I'm ‘being participated
For example, last year I ate stewed noodles at a

between China's rural villages
and the wider world - thisis an
important mission of BIBF

“Of course, more work needs to be done for
IChina i
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finished, me a Xiaohongshu
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“heseat Liu Zhenyun

Brodyand 1 Talk
To (2016), directed by his daughter Liu Yulin,

* Hedoosenoysoca medis though “thelps

between villages and the wider world. This
is also an important mission of BIBF. While
my strength i limited, T will continue to do
whatTcan

Liu knows frst-hand what

Liu has written the screenplay for most of

T'mlike in everyday
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them, but s wary o ¢ work or
creating original screenplays. He explains:
Goodwrit
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atatop-tier university can mean fora kid from
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‘{mmu(.ouuw and, atera five-year stint in the
army beginning at the tender age of 15, took
China's national college entrance exam - and
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word count, with dramatic plot, relationship

But
this character act this way? One must think it

writers. In comparison, novelists are freer.

books, we indthetruthsthatlife leaves behind."
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